CLIP meeting November 11, 2005

1. Health-climate project will have a workshop in Feb. in Nairobi. Campbell, Andresen, Messina, Lusch and MSU human & vet medical people will be in Kenya for the workshop

a. Possible funders: Gates Foundation, Wellcome Trust, NSF/NIH

2. Vulnerability to climate change.  Olson will discuss themes and methods with the team members in East Africa during her January/ Feb Nairobi trip.

a. Vulnerability to climate change: when will people decide to change their land use? What is the threshold yield, number of consecutive years of crop failure? 

i. Based on household results (Phil Thornton’s), experts, David’s Loitokitok survey results

ii. Tom Smucker, Edna Wangui and Ben Wissner’s vulnerability research. They are coming to MSU in December to work with Jenny to develop a proposal (possibly submit to NSF, National Geographic Society)

iii. Ruth’s progress comparing GCMs and identifying impacts on natural ecosystems: Jeff will contact Ruth to make sure we are on same page. Her results will be needed for vulnerability work.

iv. Mary Muindi, going to UNBO: David will contact her to see whether she would be interested in conducting research.

3. Nate Torbick’s work: 

a. Inter’l J of RS: suggested put letter into article

b. Reno trip 

c. MODIS Fractional Cover & LAI: incorporating the data and splines into RAMS with Nathan. 

d. Savannah index for monitoring change (and impact of human management with Ben). MODIS for trend, with Landsat & Indian satellite data for close-in view.  Possibly use CRU precip data to control out effects of precip on veg.

e. Kili peak veg trend: highly variable ETM & GIMSS (?). 

4. Sarah Hession has been working on analyzing Ugandan elevation and rainfall station data to determine the impact of aspect on rainfall (rain shadow). 

5. Monday poster session in DC: Bryan and Brent will present a poster on uncertainty issues related to climate change analyses. They will summarize their poster to congressional staffers. They are requesting information from team on their points concerning:

a. Sources of uncertainty, ways to address, for CC regional scale

i. Data quality, availability, matches between data

ii. Complex system reduced to models, across scales

iii. Gaps in knowledge, in disciplines

iv. Using different approaches, eg LU modeling methods, with different sensitivity methods, propagation of errors.

6. crop-climate simulation results put into format for LTM: Phil will look into changing output files

7. CLIP collaboration with new NGA (& NIS?) projects: Ashton & Joe Messina have a project newly funded to look at developing software that determines/ addresses uncertainty analysis of remote sensing data (Thailand, Michigan, Amazon).  Interested in adding CLIP as a site and  having Sarah work on that data. We will have a meeting to discuss this with them.  Jianjun will send the paper on the M statistic to them. 

8. Alagarswamy’s maps: cool. Looks about right especially when incorporate different soils. Need to figure out how to have his pixels (based on ½ degree CRU data) similar to RAMS’s.  

9. El Az at 5:15.  pijiu. 

